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We are fully appreciative of the efforts of the Cultural Services section of the London Borough of 

Lewisham in bringing external funding for capital improvements to the sporting facilities in the 

borough, and are grateful to them for considering Telegraph Hill as having potential to be part of 

the pilot for the scheme.  However, having consulted residents and park users as widely as possible 

given the limited resources and time constraints (details in Appendix 1), we are obliged to turn 

down the proposals. 

The details of the survey responses are presented in Appendix 2, but, in summary, of the 188 

people who answered the question 115 were against an annual “membership” fee – the key 

component of the LBL/LTA proposals – and only 65 in favour (a 61.22%/34.5% split – the remaining 

eight individuals being “Not fussed either way”).   

We also asked about a booking system, which we were given to understand was an intrinsic part of 

the deal.  Here there was, in fact, a majority in favour of an on-line booking system – 100 people 

(53.5%) “for” as opposed to 67 (35.8%) “against”.  This reflects the frustration that some feel at 

having to wait when they turn up wanting to play – particularly if waiting with children or coming 

from some distance.  However, reading the comments it seems that even those who agreed to the 

proposal entered some caveats – e.g. for one court only, as long as there is a mechanism to prevent 

block bookings, as long as the court is not locked, or had some concerns – e.g. commenting on the 

poor mobile signal in the area that could give rise to frustration in using a phone app based system. 

When it came to the suggestion of a charge for bookings – which had been mooted at the meeting 

on 7th June as an alternative (either for individuals or generally) to the annual membership fee – 

there was significant opposition.  Only 28 people in favour (15.1%) as opposed to 139 against 

(74.7%). 

Some of the respondents missed or misunderstood the purpose and effect of the scheme and that, 

for the time being at least, on-going maintenance is part of the Glendale contract, the proposed 

charges to pay for capital expenditure such as resurfacing when needed.  However, where this need 

was understood helpful suggestions are proposed: 

 Joint funding with schools. 

 Donations. 

 Fundraising events. 

These matters will be the responsibility of the Friends of Telegraph Hill Park to take forward but, we 

trust, in partnership with the London Borough of Lewisham and Glendale, while acknowledging the 

present climate of stringent cuts and restrictions. 

The concerns of those who don’t like waiting too long to play can be partially addressed by 

improved signage – emphasising that courtesy is asked of both those playing and those waiting to 

ensure maximum enjoyment of this asset.  This is something that again the Friends can undertake. 

We would, however, ask for the assistance of Glendale in arranging for the courts to be locked at 

night – to reduce the casual misuse and vandalism, broken glass and the like. 

We also very much hope that South East London Tennis will continue to run the subsidised courses 

for children that have been a recent feature and very popular. 


